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This report is the international preliminary examination report, established by this International Preliminary Fvomminn 
Authority under Article 35 and transmitted to the applicant [according i tc ►Article 36. ,ntematl ° nal Prel, ™nary Examining 

This REPORT consists of a total of 4 sheets, including this cover sheet. 

This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, comprising: 

a. 13 sent to the applicant and to the International Bureau) a total of 2 sheets, as follows: 
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Box No. IV 
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Box No. VII 
Box No. VIII 



Basis of the opinion - 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

?^5S^^« ent Un( i er A ? lcle 35(2) w[th regard to noveltv ' inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 
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Certain observations on the international application 
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Box No. I Basis of the report 
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S3 xftftAffitf.xttfsr 1 on MemM appiica,ion in ,he ian3ua ^ in whteh » — 

□ international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1 (b)) 

□ publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 

□ international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 andybr 55.3) 

2. With regard to the elements* of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which 
Description, Pages 

1 " 31 as originally filed 

Claims, Numbers 

1 " 1 5 received on 22.06.2005 with letter of 20.06.2005 

□ a sequence listing andybr any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing 

3. □ The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

4 ' hL nnl h2?m2£ b?6n e ^ tabl ' shed u as if < some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below 
S^pp^ been C ° nSidered to *> ^yond the disclosure as fileS, as IndtaffittS 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

* If Item 4 applies, some or all of these sheets may be marked "superseded. » 
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Claims 


1-15 


Inventive step (IS) 


Yes: 


Claims 
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Claims 


1-15 


Industrial applicability (IA) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-15 




No: 


Claims 





2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7): 
see separate sheet 



Form PCT/1PEA/409 (January 2004) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 
REPORT ON PATENTABILITY 
(SEPARATE SHEET) 



International application No. 
PCT/US2004/017102 



1 . The application does not meet the requirements of Article 6 PCT, because claim 
12 is not clear, t is not clear whether claim 12 is an independent or dependent 
claim since there is no reference to an independent claim. 

2. Although claims 1 , 2, 1 1 , 1 2 (?) and 1 3 have been drafted as separate 
independent claims, they appear to relate effectively to the same subject-matter 
and to differ from each other only with regard to the definition of the subject-matter 
for which protection is sought. The aforementioned claims therefore lack 
conciseness and as such do not meet the requirements of Article 6 PCT. 

3. The documents D1 (EP-A-1 308 442), D2 (EP-A-1 002 575) and D3 (EP-A-1 086 
743) (see cited passages in the search report, examples) all disclose a modified 
carrier/catalyst and method of making the same by impregnating a preformed 
alpha-alumina carrier (= any commercially available alpha alumina, see p. 5, 1. 8- 
9) a) with an alkali metal hydroxide, b) drying, c) calcining said dried carrier and d) 
washing said calcined carrier (and e) depositing silver catalytic material on said 
carrier). 

The present application does therefore not meet the criteria of Article 33(1) PCT, 
because the subject-matter of claims 1-15 is not new in the sense of Article 33(2) 
PCT. 
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